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Education and Democracy for 
Learners and Leaders
EDL2
 
The following are quotes regarding education and democracy intended for enjoyment, inspiration, or illumination. Feel free to send me your contribution at donwlong@cox.net. 

Thomas Jefferson
If a nation expects to be ignorant and free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.

I know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion by education.

Educate and inform the whole mass of the people... They are the only sure reliance for the preservation of our liberty.

Albert Einstein
Intellectual growth should commence at birth and cease only at death.
Politics are for the moment. An equation is for eternity.

Horace Mann

If we do not prepare children to be good citizens; if we do not develop their capacities, if we do not enrich their minds with knowledge, imbue their hearts with love of truth and duty, and a reverence for all things sacred and holy, then our republic must go down to destruction, as others have gone before it.

Lyndon Baines Johnson

I am going to use every rostrum and every forum and every searchlight that I can to tell the people of the country and their elected representatives that we can no longer afford overcrowded classrooms and half-day sessions.  We just must not, we just cannot afford the great waste that comes from the neglect of a single child. 

John Dewey 

The result of the educative process is capacity for further education. 

Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.
Abraham Lincoln 

The philosophy of the school room in one generation will be the philosophy of government in the next.
César Chávez
Real education should consist of drawing the goodness and the best out of our own students. What better books can there be than the book of humanity?

G. K. Chesterton 

Education is simply the soul of a society as it passes from one generation to another.

Cicero 

What greater gift can we offer the republic than to teach and instruct our youth?
Chinese Proverbs

Tell me and I'll forget; show me and I may remember; involve me and I'll understand.”

Helen Keller
Knowledge is power. Rather, knowledge is happiness. To have knowledge, deep broad knowledge, is to know truth from false and lofty things from low. To know the thoughts and deeds that have marked men's progress, is to feel the heartthrob of humanity through the centuries; and if one does not feel in these pulsations a heavenward striving, one must indeed be deaf to the harmonies of life.

Knowledge is love and light and vision.

B.B. King
The beautiful thing about learning is nobody can take it away from you.
Deborah Meier 

Good schools, like good societies and good families, celebrate and cherish diversity.
Jean Piaget 

The principal goal of education is to create men who are capable of doing new things, not simply of repeating what other generations have done. 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

To know what you prefer, instead of humbly saying Amen to what the world tells you you ought to prefer, is to have kept your soul alive.
H.G. Wells 

Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe.

Henry Adams

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.

William B. Yeats 

Education is not filling a bucket but lighting a fire.
Aristotle

The legislator should direct his attention above all to the education of the youth.

James Madison 

The advancement and diffusion of knowledge is the only guardian of true liberty.
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